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A gift to you from Boaters Lifeline LLC.
Just for fun and a little bit of area history. Not for resale.

A very special thanks and credit to the US. Army Corps of Engineers for the digital 
imagery, and to all the people that helped make this chain of lakes a dream come true.
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“Everyone should be able to look back on their life and identify their most extraordinary 
experiences and cherished memories. For me, these would include time spent laughing, loving, 
and playing music with my friends, my family, and my son. And without a doubt, I will always 
and forever remember every single moment on Table Rock Lake.” 

   ~ Brian Presley  
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Deep within the Boston Mountains of Arkansas, in the heart of the Ozark–St. 
Francis National Forest, the White River springs forth to form the start of this 
journey. For thousands of years the White River carved its way through the Ozark 
Mountains, flowing north out of Arkansas and into southwest Missouri. The path 
of least resistance turns the river south back into Arkansas again, to 
eventually join up with the mighty Mississippi River. Despite being a 
relativity short river, the White carries nearly as much water as the tremendous 
Arkansas River, averaging more than 20,000 cubic feet per second. During 
floods, it can flow an astonishing 100,000 cubic feet per second. Controlling 
this beast is precisely why The Army Corps of Engineers included the Table Rock 
project in their master plan of four dams & four lakes on the White River 
system.

This “chain of lakes” would be supported by Beaver Dam, Table Rock Dam, 
Powersite Dam (built in 1913 to establish Lake Taneycomo), and finally Bull 
Shoals. In addition to the benefits of flood control and the lakes becoming 
popular recreational destinations, substantial amounts of hydroelectric power 
would be produced at the Beaver, Table Rock, and Bull Shoals sites. Though this 
project was authorized under the US Flood Control Act of 1941, the onset of 
World War II and the Korean War delayed construction until 1954. 

The lakes, river sections, and dams that make up this incredible system have 
become famous for world-class fishing, diverse recreational activities, 
abundant wildlife, exceptional water quality, and breathtaking beauty. 
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A popular activity on Lake 
Taneycomo - Sammy Lane River Boat 
Rides Branson Missouri  c 1953

76 Hwy Bridge From Branson 
to Hollister over the 

existing Lake Taneycomo
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Founded in 1878, the town Radical Missouri lay on the banks of the White River 
and was named after the Radical Republicans, a political faction of the 
Republican party that pushed for the complete and permanent eradication of 
slavery. Radical 
remained until 1944, but 
the area would not 
officially become a town 
again until the 
incorporation of Kimberling 
City, nearly 30 years 
later.

  Flowing south from 
Springfield Missouri, the 
James River joins the White 
River, surrounding the Joe 
Bald Mountains and just 
East of Radical. Although a 
popular area to float, it 
was often quite dangerous, 
claiming many lives over 
the years. c1940
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Named after the Kimberling family 
that operated a nearby ferry, 
Kimberling City was incorporated 
in 1973. Kimberling Bridge Camp & 
Float Trips canoe truck. c1950

Preparing for the arrival of Table 
Rock Lake. Looking south, the new 
Kimberling City  bridge construction [ ]
sits above the original river bridge 
seen on the right.
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The old bridge was not removed and is 
popular today with scuba divers...

...that aren’t bothered by cold 
temperatures, low visibility, and 
over 100 feet of water depth.
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Ready? Let’s build a dam!
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Thank God for the toy Lincoln Logs or we might 
not have gotten the idea for the BIG logs!  :)

A Holy Roller?
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AND JIMMY HOFFA?
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ARROWS POINT TO TRUCKS TO GIVE SCALE



Dam Page 32

THE DAM BOOK – BUILDING TABLE ROCK DAM



Dam Page 33

THE DAM BOOK – BUILDING TABLE ROCK DAM



Dam Page 34

THE DAM BOOK – BUILDING TABLE ROCK DAM



Dam Page 35

THE DAM BOOK – BUILDING TABLE ROCK DAM



Dam Page 36

THE DAM BOOK – BUILDING TABLE ROCK DAM



Dam Page 37

THE DAM BOOK – BUILDING TABLE ROCK DAM

Arrow pointing to boat
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(unverified) Inside the powerhouse at 
Table Rock Dam . However, the image shows 
5 generators, not 4 per specifications. 
Regardless, a complete upgrade of 
generation and power management systems 
was done in 2018. 
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Table Rock Dam is 6,423 feet long and consists of a concrete section 1,602 feet 
long and two earth embankment sections having a length of 4,821 feet. The dam 
rises 252 feet above the riverbed, contains 1,230,000 cubic yards of concrete 
and 3,320,000 cubic yards of embankment. Four 18 foot diameter penstocks convey 
water to four 50,000 kilowatt generating units in the powerhouse. The first two 
units were ready for generation of power in June 1959, and installation of units 
three and four was complete in August 1961.

Table Rock Lake Pool HistoryTable Rock Lake Pool History
(Yearly Min/Max)

 Minimum  Maximum 
   Date_     Elevation    Date      Elevation
05/01/1959 836.90 12/31/1959 887.49
01/01/1960 887.49 05/01/1960 915.63
01/01/1961 906.78 05/10/1961 932.51*
12/21/1962 897.19 01/01/1962 913.97

02/08/2011 906.13 04/27/2011 935.46*

* Record Levels

See the fol lowing link for the ful l documented pool history
https://www.swl.usace.army.mil/Portals/50/docs/tablerocklake/Pool%20History%20-%20Table%20Rock%20.pdf



Dam Page 40

Table Rock Lake provides a storage capacity of 3,462,000 acre-feet, of which 
760,000 are for flood-control and 2,702,000 are for generation of power. The 
flood control storage is equivalent to a depth of 3.5 inches of water over the 
entire contributing drainage area above the dam, 4020 square miles. At the top 
of flood control pool the lake has a surface area of 52,300 acres and a 
shoreline of 857 miles. The full conservation pool covers an area of 43,100 
acres and has a shoreline of 745 miles.

Since May 1957 flood reduction in the White River has resulted from the combined 
effect of the Table Rock, Bull Shoals, and Norfork Lakes, with Beaver Lake 
effecting regulation since 1964.

Table Rock Dam and Outlet Measurements
Length of dam- 6,423 feet (1,958 m)
Length of concrete section- 1,602 feet (488 m)
Maximum height of dam above stream bed- 252 feet (77 m)
Concrete in dam- 1,230,000 cubic yards (940,000 m3)
Earth in embankment- 3,320,000 cubic yards (2,540,000 m3)

Top of dam- 947 feet (289 m) above mean sea level
Spillway crest- 896 feet (273 m) above mean sea level

Number of generating units- 4
Rated capacity for each unit- 50,000 kilowatts
Station installed capacity- 200,000 kilowatts
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This Dam Page Left Blank Intentionally 

Why???

Because I always wanted to do that.  I’ve seen other publications leave blank pages and could never 
figure out why. Maybe they ran out of things to say. Come to think of it however, it really isn’t blank 
if they type in This Page Left Blank Intentionally. That’s far from being blank. But if they didn’t 
type that, it might leave you wondering, “Why is this dam page blank?” Maybe out of common courtesy 
they said that just to keep you from hanging on the question. Of course, they didn’t explain WHY the 
page is left blank intentionally. What if they intentionally wanted to confuse you. That’s not cool. I 
hope my blatant pursuit of selfish dam gratification hasn’t confused you. I’m sorry if it has. We hope 
you enjoyed this dam book. And sorry for any dam spilling, drammatical or printing errors. Whee take 
these things sirius. Please mail your dam comments, dam corrections, and dam complaints to:

Brian Presley - c/o Boaters Lifeline, 11 Presmac Point Kimberling City, MO 65686  Brian Presley - c/o Boaters Lifeline, 1661 Presmac Point Kimberbing City, M0 68686
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THE LAST DAM PAGE


